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Summary

PhD Economics candidate with years of academic and professional experience in applied microeconomic research
in development, labor and policy analysis, and impact evaluations across Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia.
Skilled in transforming complex data into actionable policy insights for international institutions like the World
Bank, using advanced econometric and statistical methods in Stata, R and Python.

Interests: International development, labor markets, gender, impact evaluation, evidence-based policymaking

Education

2019 - present PhD (Economics) at George Washington University, Washington DC
(Supervisors- Stephen C. Smith & Alessandra Fenizia)

2019 - 2022 MPhil (Economics) at George Washington University, Washington DC
(GPA: 3.76/4.0)

2017 - 2019 M.A. (Economics) at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, USA
(GPA: 3.78/4.0)

2014 - 2017 B.A. Hons (Economics) at Delhi University, New Delhi, India
(Equivalent GPA: 3.9/4.0)

Skills

Analytical Skills: Econometric analysis, impact evaluation, data visualization, and policy analysis
Software: Stata & R (proficient); Python & GIS (basic), LaTeX, Microsoft Office
Language skills: English (Fluent), Hindi (Native), Spanish & Korean (Beginner)

Professional Experience

Consultant, The World Bank - Washington DC 2024 - 2025

• Analyzed large-scale household panel survey data and produced policy reports, data visualizations, and
working papers for the World Bank’s LSMS program

• Coauthored a research paper, developing a novel estimation strategy and statistical model while brainstorm-
ing ideas in a cross-cultural setting

• Supported survey design, questionnaire development, and data validation, meeting 100% of deadlines.

Research Experience

• Graduate Research Assistant, George Washington University (2020–2024): Supported multiple
faculty-led projects in labor and development economics; co-authored a paper on the impact of disasters
on adolescent well-being among Rohingya refugees; contributed to empirical research on U.S. SNAP and
unemployment insurance programs and management practice interventions.

• Researcher, Vanderbilt University (2017–2019): Assisted in research on business cycle divergence
and international risk-sharing models; conducted econometric analysis of high-frequency biometric and
macroeconomic data; contributed to historical data digitization and database construction.

• Developed strong expertise in applied econometrics,impact evaluation, data management, and policy-
relevant research, combining academic rigor to translate empirical evidence into policy-relevant insights.
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Teaching Assistant, GWU, Washington DC 2019 - 2024

Assisted in teaching undergraduate courses in Principles of Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, Econometrics,
Survey of International Economics, Development Economics and Public Finance.

• Instructed and supported over 150 students annually from diverse academic and cultural backgrounds,
fostering an inclusive and collaborative learning environment.

• Mentored students, provided detailed feedback on assignments, and offered academic advising to enhance
their analytical skills and overall learning experience.

• Consistently received excellent student evaluations, reflecting effectiveness in communication, clarity of
instruction, and commitment to student learning.

Research Papers

Working Papers:
- Gupta, Shatakshi; “Doing More Harm than Good? Labor Market Consequences to Maternity Leave Extension
of India” (JMP) (Link)
- Gupta, Shatakshi; Contreras, Ivette; Oseni, Gbemisola; Sagesaka, Akiko and Salihu, Maryam; “Shock-Driven
Household Adjustments: Assessing the Impact of Economic Hardships on Nigerian Household”

Work in Progress:
- Gupta, Shatakshi; Baird, Sarah & Seager, Jennifer; “Disaster upon Disaster: The Impact of a Cyclone on
Adolescent Well-Being in Chittagong, Bangladesh”
- Gupta, Shatakshi & Betai, Neha; “Unlocking Choices: The Impact of Credit Availability on Product Mix
Evidence From India”

Talks and Presentations

Presented my research at multiple international conferences, including-

• ASSA Annual Meetings 2024 - San Antonio, Texas

• Asian Economic Development Conference (AEDC) 2025 - Beijing, China

• Southern Economic Association (SEA) 94th Annual Meeting 2024 - Washington, DC

• UNU-WIDER Development Conference 2025 - Helsinki, Finland

• Society of Government Economists (SGE) Annual Conference - Washington DC

• Eastern Economic Association (EEA)Annual Meeting 2025 - New York

• International Association for Feminist Economics Annual Conference- Geneva & Cape Town

Leadership & Service

• Coordinator, Gender Economics Working Group, Young Scholars Initiative,INET

• Organizer, Development Tea Seminar Series, GWU

Awards and Scholarships

• Dean’s Dissertation Completion Fellowship (DCF), GWU - 2024

• John Kendrick Summer Fellowship, GWU- Summer Research Fellowship - 2023

• Research Grant, Institute for Humane Studies (IHS)- 2023

• Academic Excellence Award, Vanderbilt University: Top GPA in MA Econ program- 2019

• Graduate Assistantship and University Fellowship for doctoral studies at GWU- 2019/24

• Full Tuition fee waiver scholarship based on academic merit, Vanderbilt University - 2017/19

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uZdp8tIm5Mhv3xuvO542RqmWD4ywo0WW/view?usp=sharing


Referee Service

Refereed articles for academic research papers for Journal of Policy Analysis and Management; Journal of Quan-
titative Economics, and provided detailed referee reports.

References

Prof Dr. Stephen C. Smith (PhD Advisor) Dr. Alessandra Fenizia (PhD Advisor)
Chair of the Economics Department, Assistant Professor of Economics(Tenure)
George Washington University George Washington University
ssmith@gwu.edu | +1.202.994.8086 afenizia@gwu.edu | +1.202.994.7581

Dr. Ivette Contreras (Supervisor) Prof Dr. Remi Jedwab (PhD Committee Member)
Economist Professor of Economics and International Affairs
The World Bank George Washington University
icontreras@worldbank.org | +1.202.938.6352 jedwab@gwu.edu | +1.202.994.9011
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